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There are various forms of sterilisers, arranged for various duties, such as sterilising surgical instruments after use, and these are fitted in various ways.
Generally the apparatus consists of a trough containing tither water or a steiilising solution, maintained at a certain temperature by any convenient means.
Steam is frequently used, gas is also employed, and electricity has been made use of, but owing to the great cost of the heat developed by the electric current, as against the cost of generating the same quantity by gas or steam, the application has cot met with favour.
It is a very convenient method, and that is all that can be said about it at present. Of the other two methods, steam is undoubtedly the best, if the source of steam is not too far away.
Unfortunately steam is subject to considerable losses by condensation, when it is transmitted over long distances. The pipes in which it is carried, radiate heat at every fcot, and the heat so radiated is taken from the steam the pipe contains, the result being that the pressure of the steam is reduced, and some of it is constantly condensing, this meaning considerable waste of the coal used in the furnace of the boiler where the steam is generated. 
